Pattern of oral cytokeratins. II. SDS-electrophoretic analysis of cytokeratins in reactive hyperkeratoses and Lichen ruber planus of the oral mucosa.
In SDS-electrophoresis the hyperortho- and hyperparakeratoses showed cytokeratin patterns fairly similar to those in the normal masticatory mucosa in cases of reactive hyperkeratosis due to mechanical stimulatory action; however, in Lichen ruber planus they agreed only incompletely. The site-specific, normally stably expressed cytokeratins of the mucosa-type concerned were likewise regularly demonstrable in the pathologically changed tissue specimens under study, except cytokeratin no. 1 which is known to be a reliable indicator of keratinocyte cornification merely in orthological but not in pathological conditions. Deviating from the normal cytokeratin pattern in the oral mucosa, a more frequent and more expressed occurrence of cytokeratins no. 17 and 18 was observed in Lichen ruber planus. In 4 extraordinarily reactive hyperkeratoses, among these 2 papillomas the cytokeratins no. 7/13 were present.